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This study was carried out to analyze the grammatical errror analysis which 
are made by the students in their speaking performance. It was based on the 
assumption that grammatical rule has a function in speaking to make the 
communication clearly and to convey the information in appropriate way. 
The study was conducted under qualitative methodology by using case study 
as the appropriate research design. The data source of this research is 1
st 
grade student from the speaking class of English Education major that 
consisted of 24 students. For collecting the data, the researcher used 
observation fieldnote and also video record. The writer identified and 
analyzed data based on the types of error using Dulay’s theory. Based on the 
finding, the result of this research showed that students made a total errors 
318 times divided into four types of errors: omission, addition, 
misformation, and misordering. From the quantity of each error types, 
misformation was the highest errors produced by the students. It took 175 
times of errors. And omission had 115 times of errors, moreover, 24 errors 
fell into error of addition, and the last one misordering was the lowest errors 
produced by the students the total was 5 errors. Actually, errors are 
necessary in learning a language, especially learning English language as the 
foreign language. Thus, error analysis also helps the students identify what 
the errors are made, because the students cannot apply their language 
acquisition directly without committing error firstly. They cannot achieve 
the target language perfectly when the errors appear. Error analysis is very 
advantageous for both learner and teacher. For learner, by paying more 
attention, the learners are expected to increase their knowledge on the 
English grammar. Whereas for teachers, hopefully the research can be useful 
information in teaching process and in the end, the teacher can be able to 
teach the material appropriately 
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INTRODUCTION 
Speaking is the important skill in language learning. Scott (2005) states that speaking is 
much more complex because it involves both a command of certain skills and several 
different types of knowledge. It means that speaking is the main key to be proficiency in 
language learning. According to Kurum (2016) when we talk about a person who knows 
a language, we usually tend to mean that person is able to produce meaningful sentences 
in that language; in other word the person can speak that language. The language that is 
widely learned is English. As Brown (2000) points out that well over one half of the one 
Billion English speakers of the world learned English as a second (or foreign) language. 
Therefore, to be professional in English it means to be able to speak the language. 
Especially for students who learn English as The Foreign Language. Kurum (2016) states 
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that speaking is considered to be the mostly sought skill for an individual to be accepted 
competent in a foreign language. According to Gumbaridze (2013) being able to speak 
the target language implies that the learner has the ability to function in another language. 
This is a very fundamental reason of why the student should be presented in appropriate 
sentence structure, based on the situation where the communication occurs and the main 
interest of the speaker expressing their ideas in order to give comprehension toward the 
speakers or listeners on what they intend or emphasize to convey a listener toward a 
situation and context of the utterances. 
Simbolon (2015) says that English Foreign Learner (EFL) should know all about 
language and how to learn to use it. It is the same case as learning musical instruments, a 
student who has been taught a lot of grammar but he cannot use the language. The case is 
the same as a guitarist who has learnt a lot about harmony but cannot play the guitar. It 
means that as learner we have to apply our knowledge by practice. The more we practice 




Based on the research problem and purposes, This research applied descriptive case study 
as the research design, because in this stage the researcher investigated the phenomena 
related with the real live context intensively and deeply.  The case study design is taken 
from Cohen, Manion & Morison (2007) which stated that case studies can establish cause 
and effect, indeed one of their strengths is that they observe effects in real contexts, 
recognizing that context is a powerful determinant of both causes and effects he also 
added that case study provides a unique example of real people in real situations, 
enabling readers to understand ideas more clearly than simply by presenting them with 
abstract theories or principles.  
Therefore, case study is especially useful in situation where contextual conditions of 
the events being studied are critical and where the researcher had no control over the 
events. Creswell (2012) added that A case study is an in-depth exploration of a bounded 
system (e.g., activity, event, process, or individuals) based on extensive data collection. 
Beside that, using case study, the researcher tried to answer the purpose of this study that 
is to analyze grammatical error in speaking performance which is appropriate with the 




This part elaborates the findings of grammatical error which students made in their 
speaking performance. The aim of the study is the research would like to analyse the 
grammatical errors. As Novita (2014) stated that grammatical error is the error in 
combining words into larger unit, phrases, clauses, and sentences. To reduce the problem, 
we have to do an error analysis. Moreover, the grammatical errors which researcher 
analyzed were according to Dulay, Burt, and Krashen (1982) cited in Beltran (2014) 
propose four descriptive classifications to analyze errors. And the appropriate strategies 
which researcher used in this study was surface taxonomy strategies as James (1998) 
emphasized that the descriptive categorize need to be specific and elaborated upon with 
maximum care while utilizing a surface structure taxonomy and also surface taxonomy 
strategies is assigned based on the ways surface structures are altered. It means that 
surface taxonomy strategies can be a tool for error analysis since the data of the analysis 
is about structures. The researcher would like to combine the related literature review 
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with the data findings. Here are the classification of errors made by students and to be 





This type of errors is a type of error which is “characterized by the absence of an item 
that must appear in a well-formed utterance” Grammatical or function words are those 
little words that play a minor role in carrying the meaning of a sentence. They  Include 
noun and verb inflection (-s, ed, ing): the article (a, an, the): verb auxiliaries (is, will, can, 
may, etc). 
In this study the researcher found some this kind of errors such as omission of noun 
and verb inflection, for example, as mentioned in the data from R15WN040719 showed 
some friend  some place, R2GS040719 said many friend, many memorable place, many 
game.and there was the word some visitor from R8MSM040719, and from data 
R4RPP040719 3 day ago, etc As Borjargs and Burridge (2001) said that nouns can be 
further subdivided into count or non-count, if the noun is plular it has different rule with 
singular noun, another exampe of omission is in the verb inflection as mentioned in data 
of  R2GS040719  I go there two years ago, My friend, my brother and I eat ramen from 
R21LK040719. there was an omission in using tense. And another omission  happened in 
article such as from the data R7ELC040719 empty schedule, from data R16TAP040719 
amazing view, and on beach from R13EH050719, etc. According to Pyle (2002) article a 
or an can precede only singular count noun and the article the is used to indicate 
something that we already know about or something that is common knowledge. So, an 
article is very important to put the article in  before the noun. 
 
Addition 
Addition errors are the opposite of omissions. Addition errors are characterized by the 
presence of an item which must not appear in a well-formed utterance. 
There are three kinds of addition: 
a. Double markings  
This error is caused by the failure to delete certain items which are required in some 
linguistic construction. In this study the researcher found some kind of errors which 
included as the part of double markings such as mentioned in data of R1GP040719 
they are love Bali, we are was so freeze, from R24DRB040719 and from 
R9RAS040719 the place is to refreshing, etc. 
b. Regularization 
 Regularization errors is a type of errors “in which a marker that is     
typically added to a linguistic item is erroneously added to           
exceptional items of the given class that do not take a marker”. In this study the 
researcher found some kind of errors which included as the part of regularization 
such as mention in data R10GP040719 showed last years, etc. 
c. Simple addition 
Simple addition errors characterize all addition errors. It is the use of an item which 
should not be appeared in a well-formed utterances. In this study the researcher 
found some kind of errors which included as the part of simple addition such as 
mentioned in data R20KPC040719 I will to tell you, etc. 
        Misformation 
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Misformation errors are characterized by the use of the wrong form of the morphemes 
or structure. It is occurred when the learner supplies something although it is incorrect. 
There are three types of mis-formation: 
a. Regularization 
Regularization errors that fall under the misformation category are those in which a 
regular marker is used in place of an irregular one. In this study the researcher found 
some kind of errors which included as the part of regularization such as mention in 
data R23MS040719 I spend 1 month there, R10GP040719 I come to Bali last year, 
Situ Bagendit have from data R3IH040719, I really enjoy in there and I try many 
game, we explore and we find out were found from data R2GS040719, etc. 
b. Archi-forms 
Archi-forms errors are the selection of one number of a class of forms to represent 
others in the class is common characteristic of all stages of second language 
acquisition. In this study the researcher found some kind of errors which included as 
the part of archi-forms such as mention from data R8MSM040719 the name is 
Zulfa, Siti, etc. 
c. Alternating forms 
Alternating forms error caused by the learners’ vocabulary and grammar 
development. In this study the researcher found some kind of errors which included 
as the part of alternating forms such as mentioned in data R3IH040719  the most 
enjoy place and  a lot of memorable there, etc  
     Misordering 
Misordering errors are characterized by the incorrect placement of a morpheme or a 
group of morphemes in an utterance. In this study the researcher found some kind of 
errors which included as the part of alternating forms such as mentioned in data 




In line with the first research question, what are the types of grammatical errors made by 
the EFL when they are speaking, there are omission, addition, misformation and 
misordering. The first is omission it happens when students do not put an item that must 
appear in a well-performed utterance. As an example when the students did not put the 
article before the noun: ticket instead of the ticket, beach instead of the beach, etc.The 
second type of error is addition, it happens when students make new structure or 
morpheme of phrases in a correct linguistic form. The third type of error is misformation, 
it happens when the students comprise the use of wrong form of the morphemes or 
structure. For example when the students told about the past it must use the right tense, I 
go there three years ago instead of I went there three years ago.The last type of error is 
misordering, it happens when the students comprise the incorrect placement of a 
morpheme or a group of morpheme in utterance. 
Another conclusion  about the frequently of grammatical error made by the EFL 
in their speaking performance. In line with the  data, the students made 115 errors in 
omission. And the total of errors in addition which made by students were 24 errors. The 
errors which happened in misformation were 175 errors and the total of errors in 
misordering just only 5 errors. It can be conclude that the dominant or the highest 
frequency is misformation error which happened 175 times, the second one is omission 
which happened 115 errors, the third is addition which happened 24 times and the lowest 
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